INTERESTS    AND    OCCUPATIONS
highly profane" nature of his court and its "volup-
tuous and sensual life," and how the nation had
suffered. But he ends on a note of hope and con-
fidence that the Church will weather these storms,,
for "whatever do become of the Church of England,
it is certainly, of all the Christian professions on the
earth, the most primitive, apostolic and excellent.53
The trial and acquittal of the Bishops who refused
to read the injunction for the abolition of Tests are
recorded by him with great satisfaction. Neverthe-
less, there is a passage in one of his letters to George
Tuke which shows that, strong Protestant as he was,
he preserved a broadminded and tolerant attitude
towards Catholics. He has, he writes, "a very great
charity for all who sincerely adore the blessed Jesus,
our common and dear Saviour"; therefore, in spite of
"passions and errors let us possess ourselves in
patience and charity." There is a long letter of his to
Dr. Fell (Bishop of Oxford), dated March igth,
1681-2, in which he calls attention to the great danger
to the Protestant religion of certain books which had
appeared, and pleads that Oxford may be "first in
the field" in the Church's defence. He describes
himself as one who "though he be no man of the
Church is yet a son of the Church, and greatly
concerned for her; and though he be not learned he
converses much with books and men that are as
well at Court as in town and the country."
Like many diarists Evelyn was in the habit of
recording sermons, more especially in his old age,
when the long epitomes he writes out of those
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